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opposition of sins and merits is counter-balanced, Siva's emanci-
pating grace begins to show its work. In order to be saved, one
should know the spiritual essence of karma and the twofold kinds of
karma, and the joys and sorrows which are associated with them,
and the Lord Who brings the deeds to maturity at the appointed
time so that the soul may experience their effects.

Just as a crystal reflects many colours under the sun's light and
yet retains its own transparent character, so the energy or wisdom
obtained as a grace of the Lord irradiates the soul and permeates
the world. Without the mystic wisdom obtained through the grace
of Siva, no one can obtain real knowledge. The soul is unintelligent
without Siva. All the actions of souls are performed with the
active guidance of Siva, and even the perception of the senses as
instruments of knowledge is owed to Siva's grace.

In the second stage we are taught how to apply knowledge for
the cleansing of the soul. Those who endure the delusive sufferings
of worldly experience would naturally seek relief in the grace of
God as soon as they became convinced of their impurities. To a
jaundiced person even sweet milk appears bitter, but if the tongue
is cleansed the bitterness is gone; so under the influence of the
original impurities all religious observances are distasteful, but
when these impurities are removed then the teachings of the guru
become operative.

What cannot be perceived by the senses, supreme bliss, is
known by the operation of grace in a spiritual manner. The grace
of God is spontaneously revealed to us. The supreme felicity is
thus a gift of grace which souls cannot obtain of themselves.

Only those who are introduced to this grace can combine with
Siva in bliss. There is a curious notion that the souls are feminine
and so is the sakti or energy, and Siva is the Lord with whom there
is a mystic unification. Siva is perfect bliss. If there is a mystic
union between the soul and the Lord, then they should become
one, leaving the duality between the soul and God unexplained; it
has to be assumed, therefore, that they both become one and
remain divided. When the bonds are removed the devotee becomes
one with God in speechless rapture, and there is no scope for him
to say that he has obtained Siva. Those who obtain release, and
thuse who attain the state of samddhi, are never torn asunder from
the Lord. In that state all their physical actions are under the